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Should this separate us?

How should the church respond
to this?
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NIV Matthew 22:21
"Caesar's," they replied.
Then he said to them,

"Glve to Caesar what is Caesar's,
and to God what Is God's."




Separationism

Religion must be kept totally out of
politics and society

Selective Separationists

People that don't agree with me should keep their
religion out of public life



Fusionism

"The belief that there is so much affinity between the central claims of the
faith they hold and their favored political policies that the two are scarcely
distinguishable." - Robert Benne

For those who believe that Christianity is inherently
public and moral- this is the constant danger
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Religious Shortcuts

Progressives Conservatives
Legal partiality to the poor is forbidden Ex 23:3

God believes in preferential treatment for the poor Deut 15:7
The Bible affirms the independence and involubility of personal
property everywhere.

"God wants us to love all people” Jn 13:34
Constant affirmation of personal, individual responsibility- regardless of

situation (Ezekiel 18:18, Jeremiah 31:30, Deuteronomy 24:16)

"God sets the captives free" Isaiah 42:9
& o . the primacy of religious freedom: governments are held illegitimate
God wants it "on earth as it is in heaven.™ Matthew 6:10 when they contradict free expression (Acts 5:29)



Progressives

God believes in preferential treatment for the poor Deut 15:7

"God wants us to love all people” Jn 13:34

"God sets the captives free" Isaiah 42:9

"God wants it "on earth as it is in‘heaven." Matthew 6:10



Conservatives

Legal partiality to the poor is forbidden EX 23:3

The Bible affirms the independence and involublility of personal
property everywhere.

Constant affirmation of personal, individual responsibility- regardless of
situation (Ezekiel 18:18, Jeremiah 31:30, Deuteronomy 24:16)

the primacy of religious freedom: governments are held illegitimate
when they contradict free expression (Acts 5:29)
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Something simple, but not simplistic...

Church in Society

Ambassador exiles withessing to and embodying
the redemptive message of Christ applied to the
creation mandate for the sake of goodness and

peace through pursuing justice and righteousness.



Ambassador Exiles Witnessing and Embodying

Fully invested foreigners with

a message Clear message with real examples

Redemption applied to Creation

Applying Redemption to the Creation Mandate

Seeking Goodness Through Justice and
and Peace Righteousness

Likelihood of success Giving humans their due for both reasons
doesn't determine this goal
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The Church in Culture: 6 key objectives
1. more Christians living long-term in cities zgp’;’,’,gﬁfilsm
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3. creating dynamic counter cultures within the city

4. Integrating the relationship between faith and i
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4 Legitimate Ways to Relate to Government:

1. Forming christian Character- and let it work FtOr#16#2  mome
Actually make real disciples Loy Ca o

cooperative

organizations
that are not the
church .
The church isn't
derailed from it's
7 s mission

2. Forming christian Conscience- and let them apply it
Teaching the social and moral core

3. Direct Public Persuasion
Saying 'no' and confessing why

4. Direct Public Coercion
disobedience, protest, boycotting, disinvestment, etc
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Public Statements:

Few, careful, limited, and advised

"too many interventions suggest that the church has special
competency in these worldly matters, which to most it patently
does not. The upshot of too many such interventions is that the
church is reduced to just another interest group in the eyes of
citizens. That is why the majority of Americans — church people
and secular people — disapprove of ecclesial bodies and their
leaders giving public advice to their political representatives." —
Robert Benne, Good and Bad Ways, page 95



Something simple, but not simplistic...

Church in Society

Ambassador exiles witnessing to and embodying
the redemptive message of Christ applied to the
creation mandate for the sake of goodness and
peace through pursuing justice and righteousness.



NIV 2 Corinthians 5:20

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal through us.
We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled
to God.




