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Galatians 5:1

“Stand firm in the freedom for which Christ has set you free.”



Is Biblical faith in Christ

freeing or enslaving?



Jesus claims:

Slavery Is a condition of humanity.

(religious or irreligious)

2 ways to make life worthwhile / seek salvation:



2 ways to make life worthwhile / seek salvation:

(self-justification and self-gratification)

1. Law: an external measurement defining approval and
promotion (Justification)

2. Flesh: The inner drive to indulgence, gratification
and taking pleasure in our lives.



Which plan are you on?

(Like virtually everyone)

You're on both.



Jesus:

Both
are
enslaving
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Leads to 2 questions:

1. What are we supposed to be like? Aspire to?
(If we are not justified by the law)

2. What is supposed to motivate and animate our
use of freedom? (If we're not gratified by 'the flesh')



Both questions are answered by:

Standing In Christ’'s freedom
means walking in the Spirit.

Galatians 5:13-16



Galatians 5:13-16

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do
not use your freedom to indulge the flesh;
rather, serve one another humbly inlove. 14 For
the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one
command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 15
If you keep on biting and devouring each other,
watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
16 So I say, walk the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh.






See, believe, act.

1. Express faith through love

Galatians 5:13-16 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not
use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve ohe another humbly
in love.

Galatians 5:5-6 But by faith we eagerly awail through the Spirit the
righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision (a LAW) has any value. The only thing
that counts is faith expressing itself through love,

Living in means listening to

2. Hope for real righteousness.

(likeness)
Galatians 5:5-6
But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the
righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has
any value, The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.

louder isn't clearer

3. Respond to the Spirit’s desires

(that contradict your flesh)

Galatians 5:16-18

So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.
They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not
to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit,

you are not under the law.

Standing in Christ’s freedom
means walking in the Spirit.

Know what you know

4. Ad

Galatians 5:18-19
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious..."

it what you know by the Spirit

spiritual brutally aflows every genfieness

5. Kill the flesh

Galatians 5:24

...those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the sinful nature with its passions
and desires.

taking every opportiity leaves none

L

6. Keep “in step” with the Spirit

Galatians 5:25-26

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with
the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking
and envying each other,




See, believe, act.

1. Express faith through love

Galatians 5:13-16 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not
use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly
in love.

Galatians 5:5-6 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the
righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision (a LAW) has any value. The only thing
that counts is faith expressing itself through love.



Living In means listening to

2. Hope for real righteousness.
(likeness)

Galatians 5:5-6

But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the
righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has
any value. The only thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.




louder isn't clearer

3. Respond to the Spirit's desires

(that contradict your flesh)

Galatians 5:16-18

So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.
They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not
to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit,
you are not under the law.



i jube

"It is not behavior change
alone that is needed. When a
man in some outward respect
for six the practice of any sin,
he may look on himself as a
changed man. God knows the
to his former iniquity he has
just added the curse of
hypocrisy, and is a safer path
to hell than he was before. He
has gotten another heart than
the one he had before, one
that is more cunning; not a
new heart, that is more holy."
— John Owen
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Know what you know

4. Admit what you know by the Spirit

Galatians 5:18-19
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious..."
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spiritual brutality allows every gentleness

5. Kill the flesh

Galatians 5:24

...those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the sinful nature with its passions
and desires.
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taking every opportunity leaves none

Y

6. Keep “Iin step” with the Spirit

|

Galatians 5:25-26
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with
the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking
and envying each other.

The Flesh flourishes with oppartunity:

spriiual frame. . i lays hole af e heart's afenion,



The Flesh flourishes with opportunity:

“Uncrucified sin unframes and untunes the heart by
entangling it’s affections. It diverts the heart from a
spiritual frame...it lays hold of the heart’s attention,
[rendering the sinful object beloved and desirable,
and so expelling the love of God, and the spiritual
astonishment we have in the beauty of God].”

- John Owen



See, believe, act.

Express faith through love

itians 5:13-16 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not
your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly
VE.

itians 5:5-6 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the
egusness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither

imeision nor uncircumcision {a LAW) has any value. The only thing
counts is faith expressing itsell through love.

Living in means listening to

2. Hope for real righteousness.

(likeness)
Galatians 5:5-6
But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the
righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has
any value. The anly thing that counts is faith
expressing itself through love.

louder isn't clearer

3. Respond to the Spirit's desires

(that contradict your flesh)

Galatians 5:16-18

So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary
to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.
They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not
to do whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit,
you are not under the law.

Standing in Christ’s freedom
means walking in the Spirit.

Know what you know

4. Admit what you know by the Spirit

Galatians 5:18-19
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious..."

spintual brutality allows every gentleness

5. Kill the flesh ~
Galatians 5:24

...those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the sinful nature with its passions
and desires.

taking every opporfunity leaves none

6. Keep “in step” with the Spirit

Galatians 5:25-26

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with
the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking
and envying each other.







